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USEFUL INFORMATION 
NOTE: Most items in this Bulletin are from the mail we 
receive regularly. We simply pass it on to you for 
your information. 


HAPPY NEW YEAR, 1990! 


Thesis, Awards, Bursaries, Course Program, Interesting News! 


DOCTORAL THESIS DEFENCE 


The Oral Examination for the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy of Ms. Lucie Lequin, will take 
place on February 26, 1990 in room H-773, 1455 de Maisonneuve Blvd. W. at 2:00 p.m. Thesis 
Title’ "De la femme patriarcale a la femme sujéte dans le roman québécois de 1'aprés-guerre 
1945-1951. Ms. Lequin is a Resident Fellow at the Institute. BONNE CHANCE LUCIE! 


GRADUATE AWARD NEWS 


From La Fondation de L'Université Laval, Doctoral Scholarship. Field: Unrestricted, Value: 
$9,000, Place: Université Laval. Deadline: Applications should be submitted by February 
15th. For more details see our "Academic" bulletin board, or call Grad. Award office: 
848-3801. 


Mount Saint Vincent University invites applications for a joint, tenure-track apointment 
at the level of Assistant Professor to the Departments of English and Women's Studies 
(subject to final budgetary approval). Salary based on MSVU Collective Agreement for a 
maximum of $40,390. Applicants should have a Ph.D. in English. For further information 
see our Academic bulletin board. 


CONCORDIA IN-COURSE BURSARIES 


Concordia In-Course Bursaries are awarded to students with high academic achievement and 

demonstrated financial need. All Undergraduate students are eligible to apply. Applications 
are availabe at the Financial Aid Office, located at 2135 Mackay. The Deadline to Apply 
is January 31/1990. 


UNIVERSEEE CONCORDIA iy. 
CONCORDIA UNIVERSEFY (BS) 


"CULTURAL STUDIES NOW AND IN THE FUTURE" 


An International Conference taking place from 5-9 April 1990. Unit for Criticism and 
Interpretive Theory, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. For further information 
write: Unit for Criticism and Interpretive Theory, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
111 English Bldg, 608 South Wright St., Urbana, Illinois 61801, or see our "Cultural Events" 
billboard. 


"THE SHADOW OF SPIRIT", Contemporary Western thought and its religious subtexts. 


A conference to be held at King's College, Cambridge, July 21-25 1990. This conference 

aims to bring together leading scholars in the humanites and social sciences to discuss 

the changing relation-ship between contemporary thought and attitudes to spirituality and 
religion. For further information see our "Cultural Events" bulletin board or write 

to: Philippa Berry or Andrew Wernick, Shadow of Spirit Conference, King's College, Cambridge, 
CB2 1ST, United Kingdom, Tel: 0223 350411; Fax: 0223 350411 ext. 313. 


Flyers from the Centre for Higher Education Research and Development at the University 

of Manitoba, Winnipeg, Canada on Management, Senior University Administrators Course, 
Access to higher Education Administrative Development; have arrived at the Institute , 
along with their applications for admissions. For further information see our "Academic" 


bulletin board. 


SUMMER INSTITUTE ON GENDER AND DEVELOPMENT 


Offered at the Saint Mary's University, Halifax, Nova Scotia. From May 23 to June 20, 

1990. The Institute aims to help students and interested specialists develop their theoret- 
ical understanding, research skills and policy analysis in the field of gender and develop- 
ment. For further information see our "Academic" bulletin board. 


GRADUATE AWARDS NEWS CIRCULAR 

See attached. 

L'EDUCATION POPULAIRE, GA CHANGE LE MONDE! 

Coloque national organisé par l'Institut canadien d'éducation des adultes (ICEA), les 

19, 20 et 21 janvier 1990, Université du Québec a4 Montréal (UQAM), Pavillon Judith-Jasmin, 


405, rue St-Catherine est, Salle Alfred-Laliberté (JM 400) metro Berri-Ugam. For further 
details see our "Cultural Events" bulletin board. 
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ATELIER DES ARTS MARTIAUX 


L'Atelier vous invite a son nouvel espace sur la "Main" et fait ses inscriptions pour 
l'hiver et le printemp 90 - Grandes Soirées "Portes Ouvertes" Spectacle-démonstration d'arts 
martiaux... et musique, mardi 16 janvier 4 19h (7h p.m.), mercredi 17 janvier a 19h (7h p.m.) 
See our "Social Concerns" bulletin board for more information or call 278-1755. 


THE PSYCHOSYNTHESIS PATHWAYS OF MONTREAL 


They have sent us their Calendar of the workshops being offered by their group: "Awakening 
and Healing the Inner Child", every tues. night beginning tuesday, January 23 and continuing 
to April 10. "Healing the Incest Wound: Wednesday Evening Ongoing Group for Survivors" 

10 evenings (Jan. 17 to March 21, 1990; 7:30 to 10:30 p.m.). For further information see 
our "Social Concerns" bulletin board or call: (514) 272-2831. 


PEARL LEIBOVITCH ANNUAL CLINICAL DAY 


The second annual Pearl Leibovitch Clinical day is on May 11, 1990, presented by the 
Jewish Family Services Social Service Centre and the Baron de Hirsch Institute. Title: 
CLOSE ENCOUNTERS, Topic: INFIDELITY - THE BETRAYAL OF INTIMACY, Place: Bonaventure Hotel, 
Montreal, Que., Time: 8:30 - 5:00. For more information call 485-1112, ext. 390 or see 
our "Social Concerns" bulletin board. 


DES DACTIVITES EXCLUSIVE AU FEMMES LESBIENNES. 


See attachments. 


TENURE-TRACK APPOINTMENT, ASSISTANT PROFESSOR LEVEL IN CULTURAL STUDIES at Carleton Universiy. 
See Attached. 


DEJEUNER-CAUSERIE par Le Conseil des relations internationaled de Monréal. 


Conférenciére: Madame Maureen O'Neil Directrice générale, Institut Nord-Sud. Date: Le 
mercredi 31 Janvier 1990 4 11h 45. Titre: L'Union Soviétique el 1'Europe de 1'Est: 

Des mutations que augurent bien ou mal pour le tiers-monde?. Endroit: Hdédtel Delta, Salon 
Opus 1. Prix: Membre: $35.00, Non-member $50.00. Réservation nécessaire: Lise Ravault, 
876-1048. 
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CAAW Action ACAFS - Call for Nominations Breakthrough Celebration 1989. See Attached. 


NEWS FROM THE NATIONAL ACTION COMMITTEE - See attached. 


Concordia 


UNIVERSITY 


Office of 
The Dean of Graduate Studies 


MEMO TO: Department Chairs 
Graduate Program Directors 
Secretaries 

FROM: France Brassard, Secretary 


Graduate Awards 


SUBJECT: Graduste Awards News Cireulag 


DATE; January 4, 1990 


In an effort to streamline our Graduate Awards News Announcements we would ask you to 
eliminate anyone on the attach listing you deem unnecessary to be informed of our awards 
information. 


Ideally, these announcements should be placed on a notice board at some obvious location in the 
department where students are sure to read them. We hope in this way to keep students and the 
university community informed of the latest awards news and would ask that you display these 
news sheets in future if this is not already the practice in your department, 

We look forward to receive a reply from you by Janyary 15. 


Thank you. 
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DEPUIS 10 ANS 


GROUPE DE RENCONTRES THEMATIQUES 


POUR FEMMES GAIES 


Animatrice: Luce Bertrand, psychologue 
(Auteure du Rapport Bertrand sur le vécu de 1000 
femmes lesbiennes* ) 

Plus de 2500 femmes ont déja assité a ces rencontres! 

- d'échanger en ateliers sur des thémes humains 

- de vous faire des amies 


- et de participer Aa des activités culturelles et sportives. 


Prix d'entrée: $ 10.00 


fraerenae : de 19h a 21h 
Cis eb? Baptanbr , cto octobre...) 


Sanedis EpesLaux y approche thérapeutique sur des thémes comme: 
la difficulté de communiquer, savoir prendre 
sa place, l'agressivité ou comment bien se 
chicaner, les problémes de couple et la 
sexualité entre femmes. 


ORINSIPe. fin de semaine du 20, 21 et 22 avril ‘90 pour 100 
femmes lesbiennes. 


“ENFORHATTONS (Sia) SSSTULLS TV SrZ 


* Pour obtenir le Rapport Bertrand écrivez a 


C.P. 203 
Succ. Chomedey, Laval 
H7W 4K3 


ou téléphonez au numéro ci-haut mentionné. 
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CARLETON UNIVERSITY. Facully of Aris. The Faculty of Arts ai Carleton University 
invites applications for a tenure-irack appointment ai the assistant professor level in 
Culturai Studies, commencing July 1, 1990, subjeci to budgetary approval. The 
successiu) applicant will have a demonstrated expertise in feminist analyses of 

culture, and in the role of gender in cultural processes. This position requires a 
compleied or nearly-compleied doctorate and evidence of strong potential for research 
end publicatlar. Outies include interdiselpiinary teaching af the undergraduate level 
end ecsisting In the tmplementaiion of a maater's program in Cultural Studies. Lelters 
of apniication, a curriculum vitae and the names and addresses cf Nivea persons 

familisr with the work of the apoticani should be sent hy January 30, 7990, to Or. 
John Shepherd, Chair, Guiiurat Studies Hiring Committes, Department of Music, 
Carleton University, Otlaws, KiS 665, {n escords 
requirements, priorily will be given to Canadian citizens and permansist ¢ 
Cariston University fs committed fo equatity cf employment for wornen, 
peonics, vislu!o minortles, and cisablad pestons. lnlesesied persavis fram thas 
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CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 
BREAKTHROUGH CELEBRATION 1989 


The 1989 BREAKTHROUGH CELEBRATION will take place in 
Montreal at the Concordia Faculty Club, on the evening of Friday 
February 2nd, 1990. 


The purpose of the BREAKTHROUGH CELEBRATION Is to bring 
public and media attention to achievements by women, which as 
a result enhance opportunities and the quality of girls’ and 
women's participation in sport and physical activity. 


The intent of the BREAKTHROUGH CELEBRATION is to iden- 
tify, recognize and celebrate the accomplishments of an individ- 
ual or a group who through their actions have challenged the 
perceptions of the traditional limits attributed to women and 
girls in sport and physical activity, and in so doing has empow- 
ered other women and girls to more fully participate in sport and 
physical activity. 


Traditionally the three categories of the BREAKTHROUGH 
CELEBRATION have been (1) individual or participant(s), (2) the 
media and (3) organization. This year the BREAKTHROUGH 
CELEBRATION will include a fourth dimension - a herstorical 
category! 


SELECTION CRITERIA 


Participant(s): 

* her accomplishments extend traditionally held limits of 
women's and girls’ physical abilities with respect to age, dis- 
ability, gender, environment, resources, or activity 

* through her accomplishment(s) enhances women's and girls’ 

fuller participation through influencing the quality and/or 

quantity of available opportunities. 


Media: 

* may be individual, publication or visual medium 

* increases the profile and awareness of women’s and girls’ 
achievements, abilities and potential 

* {s consistent with feminist analysts of sport and physical ac- 
tivi 

d  —— traditionally held limits and values related to 
women's and girls’ participation in sport and physical activity 
* may be for a single program or article or work of a longer 
duration. Circulation audience reach, and target audience 
will be a consideration. 


Organization: 

* through provision of funds or services enables fuller partici 

pation by women and/or girls in sport and physical activity 
* public image and business practise must be consistent with 
the opportunity they create for women and girls in sport and 
physical activity. 


Herstorical: 

* an individual, group, or individual organization who have had 
a major positive influence 

* in the past have broken down barriers for girls and women to 
give equal participation opportunities. 


HOW TO NOMINATE? 


Please forward nominations in letter format referencing the 
criteria outlined above and send to the: 


BREAKTHROUGH CELEBRATION COMMITTEE 
CAAWS 
323 Chapel Street 
Ottawa, Ont. KIN 7Z2 


Nominations must be received by Monday, January 15th, 
1990. The more detailed information you can provide regarding 
your nomination(s), the more assistance it will be for the 
Selection Committee. Any questions should be directed to the 
CAAWS National Office (613) 233-5204 or to Breakthrough 
Coordinator Tracy David at (403) 492-2555. 


CAAWS is the national advocacy voice for women involved in sport and physical 


the Women’s Programs 


activity. Funding support is gratetully acknowledged from 
of Secretary of State and Fitness and Amateur Sport 
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DEMANDE DE MISE EN CANDIDATURE 
POUR LE PRIX DE LA PERCEE DE 1989 


La remise du PRIX DE LA PERCEE de 1989 aura lieu 4 Montréal, 
le 2 février 1990, au Club universitaire de l'Université Concordia. 


Chaque année, I'ACAFS procéde a la remise du PRIX DE LA 
PERCEE dans le but de faire connaitre 4 la population et aux 
médias les percées accomplies par des femmes et qui ont permis 
de rehausser les possibilités et la qualité de participation des 
jeunes filles et des femmes dans le sport et I'activité physique. 


Le PRIX DE LA PERCEE permet de souligner, de mettre en valeur 
et de célébrer les réalisations d'une personne ou d'un groupe de 
personnes qui par leur exemple, ont contribué 4 une redéfinition 
des limites imposées par la tradition aux jeunes filles et aux 
femmes dans le sport et I'activité physique. 


Jusqu'ici, le PRIX DE LA PERCEE était décerné dans les trots 
catégories suivantes, catégorie participante(s), catégorie média 
et la catégorie entreprise/organisation. Cette année, une 
quatriéme catégorie s‘ajoutera a celles susmentionnées, soit la 
catégorie histoire au féminin. 


CRITERES DE SELECTION 


Catégorie participante(s): 

* la candidate ou le groupe de candidates a réussi a transcen- 
der les limites traditionnellement liées 4 la capacité des jeunes 
filles et des femmes en raison de leur age, de leur handicap, 
de leur sexe, de leur milieu, de leurs ressources ou de leurs 
activités 


Média: 

* il peut s‘agir d'un représentant des médias, d'une publication 
ou d'un média télévisé 

* fait connaitre & la population les réalisations et les habiletés 
des jeunes filles et des femmes 

* présente le sport et l'activité physique suivant une perspective 
féministe 

* dénonce les valeurs et les limites couramment admises en ce 
qui concerne la participation des jeunes filles et des femmes 
dans le sport et l'activité physique 

* il peut s‘agir d'une émission télévisée ou d'un article ex- 


ceptionnel ou encore d'un travail de longue haleine. 


Entreprise /organisation: 

* par un appui financier ou des services a permis une plus 
grande participation des jeunes filles et des femmes au sport 
et 4 l'activité physique 

* l'image véhiculée par I'entreprise ou l'organisation et’ ses 
activités sont conséquentes avec les possibilités qu'elle crée 
pour les jeunes filles et les femmes dans le sport et I'activité 
physique. 


Histoire au féminin: 

* appartiennent a cette catégorie, les personnes, groupes ou 
organisations qui ont eu une grande influence sur le plan de 
la participation des jeunes filles et des femmes dans le sport 
et l'activité physique. 


PROCESSUS DE MISE EN CANDIDATURE 


L'ACAFS recoit actuellement les mises en candidature en vue de 
la remise du PRIX DE LA PERCEE. Veuillez faire parvenir les 
mises en candidature sous pli a l'adresse suivante: 


COMITE DE SELECTION - PRIX DE LA PERCEE 
ACAFS 
323, rue Chapel 
Ottawa (Ontario) KIN 7Z2 


Les mises en candidature seront acceptées jusqu’au lund, 15 
janvier 1990. N'hésitez pas a joindre tous les renseignements 
nécessaires au sujet des candidatures, qui pourront aider le 
Comité de sélection dans sa décision. Si vous avez des ques- 
tions, veuillez les adresser au bureau national de I'ACAFS au 
(613) 233-5204 ou encore A Tracy David, coordonnatrice du 


Prix de la percée, que l'on peut rejoindre au (403) 492-2555. 


L’ACAFS est le porte-parole national des femmes qui oeuvrent dans le sport et Vactivité 
physique au Canada. Nous remercions les programmes pour les femmes du Secretariat 
d Etat et de Condition physique et Sport amateur de leur appui financier 


‘What is the Breakthrough Celebration? 


The purpose of the Breakthrough Celebra- 
tion is to identify, recognize and celebrate 
the accomplishments of an individual or a 
group who through their actions have chal- 
lenged the perceptions of the traditional 
limits attributed to women and girls in sport 
and physical activity, and in so doing have 
empowered the women and girls to more 
fully participate in sport and physical activity. 


Categories 


Individual or Participant: 


Her accomplishments extend tradition- 
ally held limits of women’s and girls’ 
physical abilities with respect to age, 
disability, gender, environment, resour- 
Ces, OF activity. 


e Through her accomplishments, en- 
hance women’s and girls’ fuller par- 
ticipation through influencing the quality 
and/or quantity of available oppor- 
tunities. 


Media: 


e May be an individual, publication or 
visual medium. 


e Increases the profile and awareness of 


e Challenges traditionally held limits and 
values related to women’s and girls’ par- 
ticipation in sport and physical activity. 


e Maybe fora single program or article or 
work of a longer duration. 
Circulation, audience reach, and target 
audience will be a consideration. 


Organization: 


e Through provision of funds or services 
enables fuller participation by women 
and/or girls in sport and physical ac- 
tivity. 


e Public image and business practise 
must be consistent with the opportunity 
they create for women and girls in sport 
and physical activity. 


Herstorical: 


e An individual, group, or individual or- 
ganizations who have had a major posi- 
tive influence. 


e Inthe past have broken down barriers 
for girls and women to give equal par- 
ticipation opportunities. 


Previous Winners 


1986 - Sharon Wood, first North American 
Woman to climb Mount Everest. Her media 


1987 - Justine Blainey who successfully 
gained the right to play on a boys hockey 
team. 


1987 - Sally Armstrong, associate editor of 
Canadian Living Magazine, for her work 
presenting alternative and empowering im- 
ages of women and physical activity. 


1988 - Betty Baxter a feminist activist and 
supporter of opportunities and alternatives 
for girs and women participating in sport 
and physical activity. She is a founder of 
CAAWS. 


1988 - Broadside, A Feminist Review, has 
consistently worked towards raising aware- 
ness of girls’ and women’s struggles and 
achievements in the area of sport and physi- 
cal activity. 


1988 - City of Ottawa, Women in Sport , a 
model program with a mandate to provide 
sport opportunities for girls and women who 
have not previously been involved in or- 
ganized sport activities. 


How to Nominate 


Please complete the nomination form and 
send with attachments to: 


| 
women's and girls’ achievements, corporate partners were Chatelaine and _ | CAAWS 
R Se Oe abilities and potential. Lloyd’s Bank. | 323 Chapel Street 
 mtcaaniediaes Bh tet ites | Ottawa, Ontario 
RGIAES e Consistent with feminist analysis of | K1N 722 


sport and physical activity. Phone: (613) 233-5204 


NOMINATION FORM 


Name of Person/ Media/ Organization/ Herstorical category that you wish to nominate: 


Address of Nominee _ City 


Province Postal Code ___ Telephone (wk) (hm) 


Please include on a separate sheet of paper reasons for your nomination. 


Your Name 7 Your Address City 


Province _____ Postal Code Telephone (wk) (Hm) 


Please send to: CAAWS 323 Chapel Street, Ottawa, Ontario, KIN 7Z2. Phone: (613) 233-5204 


BULLETIN DE MISE EN CANDIDATURE 


Catégorie des participantes individuelles/des médias/des entreprises/ou histoire au féminin 
Mise en candidature 


Adresse Ville ___Province Code postal 

No. de téléphone (travail) ______ (domicile) 

Priére d’indiquer sur une feuille distincte les raisons qui justifient la mise en 
candidature. 


Nom de la personne qui présente la candidature 


Adresse Ville Province Code postal 


No. de téléphone (travail) (domicile) 


Retourner le bulletin a: L'ACAFS, 323 rue Chapel, Ottawa, (Ontario), KiN 7Z2 
No. de téléphone : (613) 233-5204 


NATIONAL, (OMIT: NATIONAL COMPTI: NATIONAL COMMITEE: NATIONAL (MITE 


CANADIEN CANADIEN CANADIEN CANADIEN 
ACTON DACTION A DACTION we ACTION wT DACTION 


ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN SURLESTATUT OE LAFEMME ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN SUR LE STATUT DE LAFEMME ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN SUR LE STATUT DE LA FEMME © ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN — SUR LE STATUT DE LA FEMME 


December 23 . 1989 Secrétariat NATIONAL Office 
Ms. A. Hamalian 

c/o Simone de Beauvoir Inst. 

Concordia University 

1455 de Maisonneuve Blvd. West 

Montreal PQ 

H3G 1M8 


Dear Ms. Hamalian, 


We had just finished writing this letter to you when the terrible 
events in Montreal took place. This hideous tragedy has lifted 
the veil on the deep-seated violence against women throughout our 
society. It has profoundly shocked and saddened all of us. 

Women across the country have gathered to mourn the fourteen 
young women murdered and to pledge to redouble our efforts to 
fight for equality. The Montreal events occurred at a time when 
millions of women like you are uniting across the country to 
fight for abortion rights. That’s what we were writing you 
about. Never before have we needed a strong cross-country 
women’s movement as much as we do now. 


As you probably know, the federal government is trying to pass a 
new section of the Criminal Code which makes it a crime to have 
an abortion, except under special circumstances decided on by a 
doctor. You don’t want to worry about being considered a 
criminal just when making your most intimate and personal 
decision, and neither do we. 


Together, we must do everything we can to stop it. If this bill 
is defeated NOW, the Prime Minister has said that it’s unlikely 
he’1l bring in another bill. This will leave abortion to be a 
matter of individual CHOICE. We are working with all of our 
members, and especially CARAL and the Pro-Choice Action Network, 
to fight for abortion rights. 


It’s a crucial time for us to act and the money for organizing 
our opposition must come from supporters like you. 


Instead of adequately funding groups like NAC which work for 
women’s equality, the government has seen fit to use your tax 
money and ours to finance /strip-joints’. As NAC gets stronger, 
the government is cutting even more of our funding - to 50% in 
just over a year from now. 


Secrétariat NATIONAL Office: 344 Bloor St. West. Suite 505, 344. rue Bloor ouest. bureau 505, Toronto, Ontario M5S 3A7 (416) 922 3246 (TDD-ATME) e 
Secrétariat € OTTAWA Office: 323 Chapel Street, 323. rue Chapel. Ottawa. Ontario K1N 7Z2 (613) 234 7062 


But we don’t plan to cut back on our actions. We know that you 
want us out there fighting for women’s right - your right - to 
choose. And we’re sure that you want us to stand up and speak, 
on behalf of women, against the Goods and Services Tax (GST) and 
against the cuts in unemployment insurance which will hurt so 
many of us. 


It’s up to all of us to band together to act for CHOICE and 
against violence and to contribute the money to build our 
organization. The money will come from women like you, who are 
the soul and the strength of the Canadian women’s movement. 


Your financial and political support is urgently needed. We urge 
you to send your contribution TODAY and to help keep any woman 
from ever again being considered a criminal, because of a tough 
personal decision. 


43% 
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Lynn Kaye Judy Rebick 
President Chair, NAC Choice Committee 


p.s. Your contribution WILL make a difference! 


p.p.s. Talking to your M.P. would help too! 
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CANADA’S PROPOSED ABORTION LAW: | 
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Makes a personal decision a crime. 
The proposed abortion law, Bill C-43, will recrimi-- 
nalize abortion. Women have fought long and hard 
to remove abortion from the Criminal Code. We 
have fought to establish the principle that abortion is 
a womans right, a personal and private decision. 
And most Canadians agree with us. 

Under the proposed law, abortion is a crime 
with a maximum penalty of two years unless it is 
performed under certain circumstances. Like the old* 
law, a woman’s health or life must be in danger. An. 
emotionally and physically healthy woman, like 
Chantal Daigle, who makes the decision she does 
not want a child, is not eligible for an abortion under 
the new law. 

Women won the right to freedom of choice 
through the Supreme Court decision on Morgen- 
taler. In the majority opinion, Chief Justice Dickson 

said: 


“Forcing a woman, by threat of criminal sanction 
.to carry a foetus to term unless she meets certain 
criteria unrelated to her own priorities and 
aspirations, is a profound interference with a 
woman's body and thus an Fiolclipa? i the 
security of the person.” 


The proposed abortion law is a profound interfer-. 
ence with a woman’s right to control her own body. 


Takes choice out of the 

hands of women. 

Bill\C-43 makes abortion a doctor’s decision under 
threat of criminal sanction. It says that abortion is a 
criminal offence unless “a medical'practitioner...is of 
the opinion that; if the abortion were not induced, 
the health or life of the female person would be 
likely tobe threatened.” . 

The bill is patronizing and demeaning to 
women. A woman who chooses abortion because it 
is the most responsible decision for her life or her 
family’s lives will be placed in a position of either 
being denied access or lying about her situation. 

Women can be charged under the bill for self- 
inducing abortions (for example, using:new drugs) 
or for lying tova doctor. 


Further restricts access to abortion. 
The proposed abortion law does nothing to improve- 
access. to abortion and will restrict access further in 
the very areas where it is already difficult. 
In many parts of Canada today, abortion is not 
available. 
e PEI has no access to abortion whatsoever 
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¢ Newfoundland's service is limited toonedoctor _ 


in St. John's 


¢ 70 to 80% of abortions in the province of Quebec : 


are done in Montreal 
¢ Alberta women wait an average of five weeks 
for abortion services in Edmonton 
Poor, immigrant and young women without connec- 
tions and without money have trouble finding 
abortion services all over Canada. And the proposed 
abortion law will make it worse. 

The threat of being dragged through the courts 
and a possible two year jail term will intimidate 
many doctors. 

Anti-abortion groups have already announced 
that they will harass doctors, look for test cases, and 
do everything possible to enforce the new abortion 
law: Even one prosecution against a doctor will stop 
other doctors from performing the procedure. 

The vagueness of the definition of “health” in 
the bill will ensure that different doctors, different 
crown attorneys and different judges will interpret 
the bill differently. Moreover, the bill deliberately 
excludes the broad definition of health used by the 


World Health Organization that includes social well- :; 


being, 
Permits third party intervention. 


At the same moment as the Supreme Court decision 
in the Daigle case removed the possibility of third 
party civil action to stop abortion, the federal gov- 
ernment’s proposed law opens up the possibility of 
third party criminal action. 

A disgruntled boyfriend or husband could 


swear an information that his partner does not have 


health reasons for seeking an abortion. An anti- 


abortion doctor, first consulted, could testify that the 
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womans health was not really at stake. Anti- 
abortion groups have talked about finding 
women who have changed their minds after 
abortions to testify against doctors. 


Is not needed. 

Canada does not need an abortion law. The 
recent Supreme Court decision in Daigle makes 
clear that under present Canadian law a 

foetus has no legal rights until it is born, and a 
potential father has no right to veto a woman’s 
decision concerning the termination of her 


regnancy- 

A whole body of medical laws and regula- 
tions ensure that only a qualified medical 
practitioner can perform an abortion or other 
surgical procedure. 

The existence of a criminal law does nothing 
to guarantee access to abortion. All abortions 
were stopped in PEI in 1982, when the old 
abortion law was in place. This law will not 
prevent provincial attempts to further restrict 
access, such as the law in Nova Scotia prevent- 
ing the establishment of abortion clinics. 

The federal government could ensure access 
by using its powers under the Canada Health 
Act to withhold transfer payments from the 
provinces that fail to provide abortion services. 
This tactic was used successfully to stop extra- 
billing under medicare and could be used to 
ensure access to abortion. 


Is not a compromise. 
This bill is no compromise. It does not recognize 
a womans right to choose. It further restricts 
access. It puts abortion back in the Criminal 
Code and is open to further restrictive amend- 
ments. For example, if the word “health” were 
omitted from the bill, abortion would be banned 
in Canada. 

The anti-abortion groups are angry about 
the bill because they will not be satisfied by 
anything short of a total ban on abortion. 
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THIS PROPOSED 
ABORTION LAW 
CAN BE STOPPED. 
HERE’S HOW. 


_The pro-choice movement has never been 
stronger. We must now mobilize our 
strength to stop this bill. We believe that if 
we can stop this bill, the government will 
not bring in another abortion law. 


Here is what you can do: 

¢ Write, call and visit your member of 
Parliament (a lobby kit to assist you in 
preparing for a meeting is available from 
NAC) 


¢ Write Prime Minister Brian Mulroney, 
Justice Minister Doug Lewis and/or 
Minister Responsible for the Status of 
Women Barbara McDougall, House of 
Commons, Ottawa K1A 0A6. 


Tell these politicians you are pro-choice 
and Canada does not need an abortion 
law. 


* Get your organization to adopt a 
position against the new law and 
publicize it. 

* Participate in pro-choice activities in 
your area. 

¢ Circulate this pamphlet. 


* Donate to the NAC Pro-Choice 
Committee. 


For more information contact: 


National Action Committee 
on. the Status of Women: 

344 Bloor Street West, Suite 505 
Toronto, Ontario M5S 3A7 
(416) 922-3246 


* your regional NAC representative 
¢ or your local pro-choice organization 
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The Federal 
Government 
is about to pass a 
law that will make 
your most intimate 
and personal 
decision 
a crime. 


YOU CAN HELP STOP 
THEM. 


KEEP 
ABORTION 
LEGAL 


NO NEW 
ABORTION 
LAW 


National Action Committee 
on the Status of Women 


choix en matiére d'avortement soit protégée. Aucune femme 


considérée comme criminelle au moment méme de prenare ia décision ia 
plus intime et Ja pius personelle de sa vie. 


100$ 75$ 


—__s-«335$ 


Voici ma contribution de a OCA, 
| 12501 093 


Ms. A. Hamalian 


West 
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LE COMITE CANADIEN D‘ACTION SUR LE STATUT DE LA FEMME 
344, rue Bloor ouest, suite 505, Toronto (Ontario) M5S 3A7 
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HIGRLIGHTS ' WOMEN AND WORE ACCOMMODATIONS 
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* Spend a morning working 
a with « Cubem Mlere Brigade “. 
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY — eonsiructing their future Adlanticn Aparimenis 
: apertmenis. a | 
® Celshrate Imeruational CULTURAL EVENTS % Agoxtament style, 2 raceme 4 
Wesmen’a Day with our Cuban dowbie oeeupancy, chared 
sistem. Heres your * Enjoy Cubaw classical bellict (up _ secommodatings mpan 
' chance te Heenes sexiam, er perhages an Afro-Cuban | 
ractem, meciieme, pay. evening? | 7 ye — a2 
equity, work conditions Theee visite are apecially ina al a 
and exchange recipes 1 arranged for our group awd — 
invelve access te areas 
that are not usually visted FACILITIES AND ACTIVETIES 
COURTS ‘ : 
ay lone © Swinuning pool, poolelde Brew 
® Spond some iene ix a Cuban Picase note: Program may be : — clean beaches 
court roone: Whee ars the subject to change. Suerkeling 
compisinis Cuban women 9? Sating, wind eucling, scuba 
ioring 8m thee equrse? * PRE-TRIF GET TOCETRER diving, water skiing, fishing 
WiLL SE ARRANGED. © Pounds and exunch courts, 
WOMEN AND HEALTH. 
@ Meet with a meighborkaad 
doctor: Let's talk about 
abortion, birth contra}, 
AIDS, fassily pleankey 2S 


the casmmsamity level. 


: DAY CARE 


. © Visit a dey care centres 
, ow available t day care 
in Cube? What are the ensis? i - 
Accessibiiizy? Qualtay? os COME JOIN USI 628 haste 


FUN, SUN, GOOD COMPANY 


